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VIRAL AND RICKETTSIAL INFECTIONS OF MAN. By Thomas M.
Rivers; Ed. J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1948. xvi + 587 pp. $5.
This text is the composite work of 27 authors, all of whom are active in-
vestigators of diseases of viral and rickettsial etiology. Approximately one third
of the book is devoted to a detailed discussion of the nature and properties of
these infectious agents. Included in this portion are also considerations of egg
and tissue culture technics, as well as methods of virus purification and titration.
The remainder of the work deals with specific diseases and their etiological
agents. The discussion under each infection is arranged in a logical order
starting with a review of the history and clinical picture of the disease and
then following with a consideration of its pathology and etiology. Finally, the
treatment, epidemiology, and control of the infections are dealt with. The
diseases presented are those most commonly seen in medical practice plus many
which have become known through the broadening experiences of the late war.
It is likely that this volume will be most satisfactory for the research worker
and teacher in the fields of virus and rickettsial infection. The medical student and
practitioner, on the other hand, will find much valuable material, but may ex-
perience some difficulty in gleaning desired information promptly from the
mass of detail presented. The first portion of the book is amply illustrated.
Unfortunately, however, particularly for the medical student, the section dealing
with the various diseases does notcontain an abundance ofpictures illustrating the
dinical and pathological aspects of these infections.
This volume represents a very valuable contribution to the fields of virus
and rickettsial research. Here is brought together information which otherwise
would have to be taken piecemeal from an enormous literature. The investigator
now has a comprehensive guide which will direct him toward the acquisition
of further information along numerous selected lines. This book will be a
welcomed addition to his library. -. W. SHRIGLEY
LABORATORY DIAGNOSIS OF PROTOZOAN DISEASES. By Charles
Franklin Craig. Lea and Febiger, Philadelphia, 1948 (2nd ed.). 384
pp. $6.50.
It is quite understandable that the first edition of Laboratory Diagnosis of
Protozoan Diseases became rapidly exhausted. This work has unusual merit.
The details of the methods and laboratory procedures are expertly handled. Of
particular value to the reader is the critical appraisal of techniques which the
author presents, since it is based on extensive personal experience. The second
edition does notdiffer significantly from its predecessor. However, recent develop-
ments, such as the Bozicevich modification of the complement fixation test in
amebiasis, and the Ball method of cultivation of Plasmodium knowlesi, as well
as many other procedures which have been evolved under the stimulus of the
practical needs of the second World War, have now been made available to
the reader. -M. TAGER